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July 5, 2017 

 
RE: Blue River Crossing 

 
On Thursday, May 18, 2017, at the Joint City/County/County Commission Meeting, the Blue 
River Crossing was discussed. It is the MPO’s understanding that the current concern 
regarding a future Blue River crossing is being able to preserve right-of-way for the roadway. 
When the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) was asked to comment, MPO staff 
asked that the Commissioners allow time to consult with the Kansas Department of 
Transportation (KDOT).  

On Tuesday, May 30, 2017, Rob Ott, Public Works Director with the City of Manhattan, Peter 
Clark, Public Works Directors for Pottawatomie County, and Stephanie Watts, Transportation 
Planning Manager for the Flint Hills MPO, had an opportunity to speak with two of KDOT’s 
senior road design engineers. They are extremely knowledgeable on this subject and provided 
helpful feedback and direction, which guided the recommendations below: 

1. Complete the Bluetooth Study as planned prior to any additional studies being 
identified (data was collected from January to June and a report should be available in 
the Fall). 

2. The MPO supports immediate action to be taken by Pottawatomie County to preserve 
the right-of-way (ROW) along Junietta (see map on following page).  

o This would not require a study. While the location of the bridge over the Blue 
River is not identified at this time, the identified segment of roadway would 
likely be part of the alignment (reference conceptual alignments from 2009 and 
2012). From the western terminus of the preserved ROW along Junietta, a new 
roadway could be configured to allow for a crossing at the most reasonable 
location along the river.  

o It is recommended Pottawatomie County Commission take the appropriate 
actions to preserve a minimum of eighty (80) feet of right-of-way (ROW), along 
the current Junietta Road alignment, from Lake Elbow Road to Meadow Crest 
Road. For reference, the City of Manhattan requires eighty feet of ROW for 
roads classified as a collector, so the amount of ROW suggested is not 
unrealistic. (NOTE: The orange box indicating the suggested ROW is NOT to 
scale.) 
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On July 12, 2017, the Technical Advisory Committee voted to recommend that the Policy 
Board support the preservation of ROW along the identified corridor for a future bridge 
crossing, or at minimum, improve Pottawatomie County’s own local roadway network by 
providing an additional east-west connection. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 

Stephanie Watts, AICP 
Transportation Planning Manager 
Flint Hills MPO 


